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Stephen Harris, Superintendent

There is a reduced rate of heart attacks in the summer months
People just naturally eat more fruit.
Summer activities increase agility.
There is increased water consumption.
Summer helps regulate sleep disorders.
Kids take a break from school and enjoy play time, pool time, vacations, etc.
The days of summer are the longest days, and the nights the shortest of the other
seasons. 

One of the most quoted portions of scripture has to be Ecclesiastes 3:1-8. The
message in this passage of poetry centers on God’s ultimate authority in heaven and
on earth. We humans have mastered many things in this world, but there are some
elements of our existence far beyond our control. We cannot conquer time! God is the
one who appointed time from the very beginning. He appoints each moment. 

Our lives contain a mixture of joy and sorrow, pleasure and pain, harmony and
struggle, and life and death. Each season has its appropriate time in the cycle of life.
Nothing stays the same, and we, as God’s family, must learn to accept and adjust to
the ebb and flow of God’s design. As all of you have experienced, some seasons are
difficult and we may not understand what God is doing. In those times, we must
humbly submit to the Lord’s plans. We must trust that He is working all things out for
us and working out his good purposes in our life. 

He not only established time, but He set the seasons for the benefit of all life. For
those of us desert-dwellers, no one has to tell us we are in the summer season. Just
caught the bit of news this morning that today’s high, 107, would occur around 2:45
this afternoon. Yikes, triple digits have come soon. Next week, we will hit our first 110
of this particular summer.

Here are some facts about the summer months that probably won’t surprise you, but
things you may not have stopped to think about recently. Brought to you by
Cambridge Research Center.
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THERE IS A TIME FOR

EVERYTHING



Stephen Harris, Superintendent

Over 100 decisions for Christ
70 Baptisms in the Holy Spirit
200+ accounts of Divine Healing
Over $2200 given to Speed-the-Light in Botswana

If I had permission, I would add another fact about summer that has the potential to
alter the lives of thousands of teens and kids. Our camping programs!! Summer after
summer, the testimonies are real and the young people experience the power of God
like many will not have the privilege to do at home. 

Already, just after the first week of camp, our Youth Director, Griffin McGrath reports
outstanding statistics that make you wanna shout Hallelujah! All the Praise goes to
our God!

Thank you, Pastors and churches, for sending your youth/kids to camp. Thank you for
your investment in their future. Thank you for your prayers and encouragement. Thank
you for your support of the 1% initiative. This fund keeps Granite Hills Retreat &
Conference Center alive and well, operating in the black, and not struggling to make
ends meet. Your investment is for eternal purposes. Your treasure not of this world.
Your reward is the souls of young people and kids. My heart is stirred by any
opportunity I have to be on the campground and a part of their worship. It is so
encouraging to see with my own eyes their zeal for God, their ‘no compromise’ spirit,
and the smiles that only reflect what Jesus has done deep in their heart. 

Thank you, Lord, for the seasons. Thank you for the summer! Thank you for the
planting of seed year-round and the beauty of the harvest. 
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Thank you, Catie Naranjo, for editing and designing this beautiful publication that
comes to us 11 times a year. We made the decision to make June/July a double edition
in one. Catie works long hours to give us this publication. We are so appreciative.
 
Make it a wonderful summer and God bless you and your families with good health,
and lots of laughing and memories to last a lifetime! Marjorie and I love you and
grateful for this network family we serve.



 

RECAP
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We have been doubly blessed
in recent Sundays to worship
first with Pastors Kirk & Kim
Sorensen in their churches’

60th Anniversary Celebration
as well as celebrating their

20th Year as the lead pastors
in Benson, Arizona. 

We traveled to Yuma to officially
recognize Pastor Paula Milner and her
husband Kelly in a special service of

dedication of her ministry as their new
Lead Pastor. Pastor Paul

Killingsworth and his wife Karen,
handed the baton to their daughter,

Paula, and she willingly took it and is
running with it! A very precious time
in the Lord’s presence as we prayed

over Pastor Paula, and an added treat
was to have Pastor Paul & Karen join

us for the prayer time.

The Southwest Superintendent’s
try to meet annually for a time of

fellowship and deepening
relationship. We were missing

several couples, but we gathered
with four couples for a fun-filled

two days in San Diego. We
treasure the friendships of these

servants of God.

From Pastor Harris: "It is our privilege to travel the state on the weekend and 
attend services in our churches of which we have oversight."

 

They had a beautiful Sunday morning, and invited former pastor’s wives, 
Lavinia Middleton and Bernadine Clark. What a privilege to see these two ladies,

and to share in the joy of their memories of pastoring in Benson.
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Pastor Harris participated in the Pastor Adventure Trip that took them on a
river adventure down the Green River in Utah in canoes. Blessed time with
no mishaps! The scenery was breath taking, and gave one pause as to the

creative power of our God.

Marjorie and I were so privileged
to join our Grandson for his high
school graduation in Poth, Texas.
So proud of Eli Tanner Harris. He
is a fine young man and will be a
freshman at Texas State this fall. 

From Pastor Harris: "It is our privilege to travel the state on the weekend and 
attend services in our churches of which we have oversight."

 



How to PrayHow to Pray
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We just concluded our fifth book in our pastors’ Zoom calls. I love these times of weekly
fellowship and personal growth with my fellow pastors in our network. Key aspects to
every week’s discussion are introspection and application of what we read and discuss.
In the end, we are all learning new things about ourselves and our ministries. It requires
a teachable heart. 

My mother instilled a thought into my young heart, “Jeff, I can gain something from
every sermon I hear, no matter how good the delivery is.”  That stuck with me and I
have found myself rehearsing that conviction many times through the years. It runs akin
to a much needed discipline for healthy pastors: pastors need to remain teachable with
an open heart to the Lord. 

When I was a student at CBC (a long time ago) one of my classmates said to me, “I
don’t ever take him [a certain professor] because I can tell he stopped learning a long
time ago. He is using the same material he’s used all these years.” The point? The
professor had stopped learning and had nothing fresh to offer his students. 

God wants us to remain teachable for a number of reasons. First, we all have
blindspots. Until we reach perfection, God wants to continue His sanctifying work in us.
We will not only hurt ourselves, but affect our families and flocks through a stubborn
heart that denies the need for personal, ongoing change and growth. 
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Jeff Peterson, Pastoral Care

Give instruction to a wise man, and he will be still wiser; 
teach a righteous man, and he will increase in learning.   - Proverbs 9:9



Second, we need to change to meet the demands of today. In the same way that we
grow and evolve over time, the world around us continually changes. We need to keep
learning in order to remain effective in meeting the needs of our world.  

Third, we need to stay fresh in life. Contrast these words in the context of being
teachable: inquisitive/closed, creative/stuck, contemporary/codgy, humble/prideful,
growing/complete, and expanding/shrinking. A teachable spirit approaches every day
with the mindset that God has something new to share with His kids. We need to
embrace it. 

I have left many a conversation thinking, “Now that guy is still learning. Still growing.”
It’s an attractive trait. Imagine what that does for not only our congregations, but our
spouses and family members and close friends. 
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Ask yourself: “What did I learn today? This week?”
Invite the Holy Spirit to help you in daily, personal growth. 
Talk to a friend about your desire to keep growing. 
If you ever want to talk about these things, I’m always available at:          
 480-579-9998.  

HOW TO REMAIN TEACHABLE: 
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AZ MAN
CAMP:

STRENGTH

Speakers:

Register at azmancamp.com

Sept.  30 -  Oct.  1

worship  service

motorcycle r ide

Archery

lawn games

caamp work day

Golf tournament

Fishing derby

high ropes course

Rock climbing wall

swimming

azmancamp.com
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Lindsay Petri, Women's Director lindsay@azag.org

Register HERE

https://azagwomen.org/fall-retreat
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Griffin McGrath
Young Adult and Youth Director20
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Kirstyn Rempel
Kid's Ministry Director
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Thank you for praying forThank you for praying forThank you for praying for
Kid's Camp this summer!Kid's Camp this summer!Kid's Camp this summer!   
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azasom.com
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www.womenministers.ag.org
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tcaz.org
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ARIZONA MINISTRY NETWORK

2601 E Thomas Rd., Ste. 210 
Phoenix, Arizona 85016-8228 

Phone: 602.343.4000 

Fax: 602.252.5527 

Website: www.azag.org 

Email: districtoffice.azag.org 

Monday - Thursday 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS

Stephen L. Harris                       Superintendent 

Ron Rockwell              Assistant Superintendent 

Leigh Metcalf                      Secretary-Treasurer 

EXECUTIVE PRESBYTERS

Jesus Garza

Dale Gray 

Todd League 

Kirk Sorensen 

GENERAL PRESBYTERS

Stephen L. Harris 

Leigh Metcalf 

Ron Rockwell 

OTHER PRESBYTERS

Jackie Holgate  Native American Representative

Sue Rockwell               Women’s Representative

DISTRICT PRESBYTERS

Richard Bush               Canyon North Section
 
Bob Sainz                    Central Valley Section
 
Marty Paxson                             East Section
  
Allen Tyson                    East Central Section

Brad Davis                       East Valley Section

Jeremy Peters              North Central Section
 
Kathryn Pierce                   Northeast Section
  
Bruce Rahlf                       Northwest Section
 
Ralph Morris    Phoenix Metro Indian Section 

Pete Cordova                    Southeast Section
 
Dave Beach            Southeast Valley Section
 
Eric Young                                South Section
  
Paula Milner                       Southwest Section
 
Keith Howard                   West Valley Section
 
Darin League           Northwest Valley Section

 
DIRECTORS & LEADERS

Griffin McGrath                      Youth Ministries

Kirstyn Rempel                        Kids Ministries

Dale Gray                              Men’s Ministries
 
Lindsay Petri                    Women’s Ministries
 
Jeff Peterson                             Pastoral Care

Yoyo Garcia                                  Youth Alive

Yisrael Vincent       Arizona School of Ministry

Rick Ryan                     Intercultural Ministries

Jim Lopez             Native American Ministries

Denise Ryan      Network of Women Ministers

Jason Dyer                        Granite Hills Camp
    
Bill Weaver                              Royal Rangers

Doug & Lynda Young           Retired Ministers

Snow Peabody                 AZ Teen Challenge

Stephen & Jill Valentine          Deaf Ministries

Network Information
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OPEN CHURCHES 
Cedar Creek Assembly of God
Dennehotso, Trinity Assembly of God
Eloy, First Assembly of God
Kayenta, Living Word Assembly of God
Page, First Assembly of God
Payson, Restoration Church
Rainbow Mtn., Navajo Mtn.
San Manuel, Assembly of God
Scottsdale, Salt River Indian Church
Shonto, Victory Assembly of God
Welton, Assembly of God
Wilcox, Restoration Church

TRANSFERRED IN
Richard Doty from N. California/Nevada
Daniel Reinhardt from Northeast

TRANSFERRED OUT 
Jillian Girner to S. Missouri
Norman Knoodle to S. Texas
Cheryl Knoodle to S. Texas
Gregory Marquart to S. Missouri
James Morey to Rocky Mountain

DECEASED
Philip E Gabel on 4/26/22

Recent Network 

Statistics 




