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Stephen Harris, Superintendent
sharris@azag.org

The challenges of the last couple of years have been monumental and have
forced changes/adjustments we did not envision as the months progressed. Our
hope and expectation for this New Year are based entirely on our knowledge of
the promises of the Word of God, the prophecies that we see fulfilled before our
very eyes, and our hunger and thirst for Him. Revival fires are burning, and for
the child of God, it is certainly not a time to shrink back or live each day as
usual.This is the time to be on the alert, praying the Word of God, and decreeing
the Word of God over our nation, our churches, and our lives. 

The New Year shouts a question to the child of God, “Will you be found
faithful?” 

In recent months, Marjorie and I have become acquainted with the Frontline
Doctors organization. I like the introductory term ‘Frontline’ and believe it to be
pertinent to each one of us. We are ‘Frontline Ministers of the Gospel!’ Pastors,
missionaries (both U.S. and World), chaplains, youth, kids, and seniors are
called to be on the ‘Frontline Team.’ We are all called to do our part to prepare
the church to stand in the gap through prayer.  

We are a force to be reckoned with in a world that has no hope outside the
Gospel of Jesus Christ. We are the frontline defenders of the Gospel! My heart’s
exclamation is “Lead on, Lord Jesus! We will follow!”
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HAPPY NEW YEAR
 

& WELCOME 2022!
 



Installing Pastor Richard and Linda
Freese, Quartzsite Assembly of God

I want to take this opportunity to invite you to join us for your sections’
Network Tour stop. Above all else, your network leadership treasures having
this time of fellowship with you. We spend a lot of the month of January in
travel, and bringing our leadership to YOU. Thank you for checking on the
following page for your section’s time and place for the month of January. 
See you then!

 3
 4

Pastor Bigege Bizimana and his wife being
officially recognized for receiving his Ordination

AROUND THE NETWORKAROUND THE NETWORK
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Jan. 10
East Central Section                   Calvary Shadows A/G, Globe                         10:00 AM
East Section                                 Blueridge Christian Center, Lakeside           4:00 PM

Jan. 11
Northeast Section                        Faith Assembly, Holbrook                              10:00 AM 
Canyon North Section                 Assembly of God, Cameron                            4:00 PM

Jan. 12
Northwest Section                        Hope City Church, Kingman                          10:00 AM

Jan. 13
Southeast Valley Section             Passion Church, Casa Grande                       10:00 AM     
East Valley Section                       Desert Springs Church, Chandler                  6:00 PM

Jan. 18
Northwest Valley Section              Church on the Green, Sun City West             10:00 AM  
Central Valley Section                   City Church, Phoenix                                       6:00 PM

Jan. 19
Phoenix Metro Indian Section       Rock Church, Scottsdale                                10:00 AM 

Jan. 20
West Valley Section                        Cornerstone Christian Center, Avondale      10:00 AM  
Southwest Section                          First Assembly of God, Yuma                        4:00 PM

Jan. 21
Southeast Section                           First Assembly, Benson                                 10:00 AM
South Section                                  Flowing Wells A/G, Tucson                            6:00 PM

Jan. 24   
North Central Section                     LifePoint Church, Prescott Valley                 10:00 AM

2022 Network Sectional Tour









vidanogales.churchcenter.com/giving


As 2021 drew to a close, a ministry friend illustrated to me the importance of resiliency.
Having suddenly lost his wife mid-year, he shared that in the midst of deep sorrow he
has continually maintained a sense of gratitude for his 50+ years of marriage. He
referenced his refusal to fall prey to the anger and bitterness he had witnessed at his
church’s grief ministry. Rather, he said he almost felt a sense of guilt for how content he
is in this life-altering season. 

Five years ago, I sat with a friend of mine, Al Ells, to talk through some life issues of my
own.  Midway through our conversation Al brought up the word resilience. He
emphasized that God is continually using our circumstances as leaders to produce
greater resiliency in our lives. In the book he was then writing on the subject, he states:

Images of Moses, David, the O.T. prophets, Peter, and Paul spring to life in light of
Oxford Dictionary’s definition of resilience: “The capacity to recover quickly from
difficulties; toughness.” Certainly the Church’s emergence from Covid invites us to
this discussion. God wants to use current events to develop greater resiliency in us all
and in our churches! 10

P u r s u e  R e s i l i e n c e !P u r s u e  R e s i l i e n c e !

Jeff Peterson, Pastoral Care

Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds,
because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance.

- James 1:2-3

jpeterson@azag.org

Resiliency is the necessary ingredient for overcoming the difficulties of life and
leadership—and becoming better for having had those experiences (chapter one,

The Resilient Leader, Alfred Ells, 2020). 



 
Stay healthy in ministry,
Pastor Jeff

I challenge you to take this to the Lord in prayer as you enter another year of ministry.
Resilience will be our focus in this month’s annual Sectional Tour. As well, the new
book offered in our upcoming lead pastor’s zoom call groups will be on this much-
needed topic. I believe God is speaking a fresh word to us in reminder that He will is
always continuing this work in our lives. 

To speak confidentially with an Elder, find
their contact info on the Arizona Ministry

Network app or at www.azag.org. 
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Ponder the resilience God built in the lives of key characters in Scripture.

Consider a sermon series on Resilience in 2022. 

Meditate upon key verses that reflect this truth (James 1, Romans 5).  

Reflect on one way God used your trials in 2021 to develop your resiliency. 

I am always available to share with you about these and other needs you may
have. My cell is 480-579-9998. 

Tips for personal/ministry growth: 

 

https://www.azag.org/asafeplace


Dale Gray, Men's Director
dgray@rockag.com
Dale Gray, Men's Director
dgray@rockag.com

Visit men.ag.org for men's ministry
resources and discipleship material! 

https://men.ag.org/
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Lindsay Petri, Women's Director lindsay@azag.org

Register by clicking HERE

https://azagwomen.org/imagine2022


https://www.azagyouth.org/


15

Kirstyn Rempel
Kid's Ministry Director

Register by clicking  HERE

http://www.azagkids.org/kidcon/index.html
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asom@azag.org
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God is operating in incredible ways. In 2021, God gave Intercultural
Ministries the promise of acceleration.  “Everything will be happening at
once—and everywhere you look, blessings” Amos 9:13-15 MSG.

Indeed, God has fulfilled his promise. In 2022, God has given us a fresh
word, amplification, with the promise from Isaiah 54:2-3 NIV:

“Enlarge the place of your tent, stretch your tent curtains wide, do not hold
back; lengthen your cords, strengthen your stakes. For you will spread out
to the right and to the left; your descendants will dispossess nations and

settle in their desolate cities.”

We thank God for the acceleration that is occurring in the Arizona Ministry
Network. Our prayer is that God will prepare us for His amplification in our
lives and ministries. God is desiring to enlarge your capacity to embrace
this last day harvest. 

God has given us a vision for 2023. We have a target to add 30 intercultural
churches this year. This can only be accomplished with God’s help. This
will only be accomplished with His amplification!

Rick Ryan, Intercultural Ministries
rryan@azag.org
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Please help us welcome three new 

Intercultural churches to our Network!

Haven Springs Assembly of God in Tucson

Pastors Benny and Lydia Vergara are making the
transition from the Philippines to Arizona. They are
ready to see God do amazing things in the Asian

American community in Tucson.

First Assembly of God in Apache Junction 

This church is finishing a brand new sanctuary and
adding two parent affiliated churches (PAC). Both

will be pastored by Pastors David and Belen
Gonzalez.  They are Iglesia Primera Asambleas de

Dios in Apache Junction and Iglesia Cristiana
Manantial in Queen Creek.

 Sincerely,
Rick Ryan



Denise Ryan, Network of Women Ministers

dryan@azag.org

https://aznwm.regfox.com/azplr
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https://tcaz.org/


ARIZONA MINISTRY NETWORK

2601 E Thomas Rd., Ste. 210 
Phoenix, Arizona 85016-8228 

Phone: 602.343.4000 

Fax: 602.252.5527 

Website: www.azag.org 

Email: districtoffice.azag.org 

Monday - Thursday 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS

Stephen L. Harris Superintendent 

Ron Rockwell Assistant Superintendent 

Leigh Metcalf Secretary-Treasurer 

EXECUTIVE PRESBYTERS

Jesus Garza

Dale Gray 

Todd League 

Kirk Sorensen 

GENERAL PRESBYTERS

Stephen L. Harris 

Leigh Metcalf 

Ron Rockwell 

OTHER PRESBYTERS

Jeremy Naranjo           Under 40 Representative

Jackie Holgate  Native American Representative

Sue Rockwell               Women’s Representative

DISTRICT PRESBYTERS

Richard Bush    Canyon North Section

Bob Sainz       Central Valley Section

Marty Paxson    East Section

Allen Tyson       East Central Section

Brad Davis East Valley Section

Jeremy Peters North Central Section

Kathryn Pierce Northeast Section

Bruce Rahlf Northwest Section

Ralph Morris    Phoenix Metro Indian Section 

Pete Cordova Southeast Section

Dave Beach            Southeast Valley Section

Eric Young South Section

Alan Puccini Southwest Section

Keith Howard West Valley Section

Darin League           Northwest Valley Section

DIRECTORS & LEADERS

Griffin McGrath Youth Ministries

Kirstyn Rempel Kids Ministries

Dale Gray Men’s Ministries

Lindsay Petri Women’s Ministries

Jeff Peterson        Pastoral Care

Christian Chambliss Youth Alive

Yisrael Vincent       Arizona School of Ministry

Rick Ryan             Intercultural Ministries

Jim Lopez       Native American Ministries

Denise Ryan      Network of Women Ministers

Jason Dyer Granite Hills Camp

Bill Weaver              Royal Rangers

Doug & Lynda Young           Retired Ministers

Snow Peabody                AZ Teen Challenge

Stephen & Jill Valentine          Deaf Ministries

Network Information
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Thank you for being aThank you for being a
part of the Arizonapart of the Arizona
Ministry Network!Ministry Network!

OPEN CHURCHES 
Cedar Creek, Assembly of God 
Dennehotso, Trinity Assembly of God 
Page, First Assembly of God
Payson, Restoration Church
Rainbow Mtn., Navajo Mtn.
San Manuel, Assembly of God
Shonto, Victory Assembly of God
Wilcox, Assembly of God

TRANSFERRED IN
Michelle Thomsen from the Minnesota District 

TRANSFERRED OUT
Clarence Horn – Southern Missouri
William Wilks – North Carolina
Giselle Ryan – Northwest
Lynette Roggero – N. California/Nevada
Ivan Atole – Ohio
Timothy Turnipseed – North Texas District
Liberty Turnipseed – North Texas District
Jeffery Schultz to North Carolina District
Jason Pence to Southern Missouri District 
Crea Copeland to North Texas District

DECEASED
Lois V Nelson – Sept 2021
Willie Watch Jr – Oct 2021

Recent Network 

Statistics 




