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Stephen Harris, Superintendent 

That, my friends, is precisely what the Lord did among us at our AZMN Conference, 2019. He satisfied the thirst for 

more of Him, and fed the hunger in our spirits for more of Him. The anointed ministry of guests, Pastor Scott Wilson 

and Dr. Chip Espinoza both challenged us and equipped us to reach all generations in our ministry, and to make the 

‘Faithfulness’ of our God the cornerstone of why we do what we do.  

Our afternoon session with pastoral staffs that have made a healthy transition in leadership was a candid conversa-

tion with pastoral teams who have made this transition successfully. We learn from each other and sharpen our mind-

set by listening and learning. Thank you to Pastor Ryan Visconti, Pastor Randy Visconti, and Pastor Paul Lavino of 

Generations Church, both Ahwatukee and Mesa campuses. Thanks to Zane Anderson and Pastor Waylon Sears who 

shared from Victory Worship Center, Tucson.  

Pastor Leigh Metcalf challenged us to remember what is important in answering the call. Building a strong family 

and keeping priorities in check. We commissioned 25 Certified Credential people in this morning service. 

It was my personal privilege to preach the Ordination message. The Holy Spirit’s message to us was to be a vibrant 

river of living water to everyone we meet from day to day. We commissioned 40 candidates for License. The highlight 

of the evening was the recognition of 14 candidates for Ordination. What a blessing year after year. Praise God for His 

call.  

Pastor Ron Rockwell was re-elected to serve another 4-year term as our Assistant Superintendent. “Thank you, Pas-

tor Ron, for your willingness to serve this network, and to lead our World Missions effort with passion and vision.” 

Pastor Dale Gray was re-elected to serve our state as the Executive Presbyter for the Central area. “We are grateful, 

Dale, for your stellar leadership in the men’s department as well as in your role of Executive Presbyter.” 

The body in session voted to elect Crystal Martin as our Ordained Female Minister – Non Resident Executive Presby-

ter nomination for the General Presbytery in Springfield. 

The AZMN Presbytery Board brought the name of Pastor Jesus Garza to the floor as nomination for the new position 

of Intercultural Executive Presbyter.  

On a personal note, I want to say again how valuable our office staff was in the monumental pre-planning it takes to 

make Network Conference happen. They are diligent people who serve YOU with true servant hearts. We love and 

appreciate each one of them.  

Psalm 107:8-9 declares, “Let them give thanks to the Lord for His unfailing love and His wonderful 

deeds for mankind, for He satisfies the thirsty and fills the hungry with good things!” 

sharris@azag.org 
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I concur. If we love Him, we will keep His commandments, and if the heart of the church is engaged with His, it will 

beat with the passion of reaching the world with the gospel message. Our first order of business in the church should 

be His last commission to the church. 

The ministry endeavors of the Arizona Network missionary family require backing and support. Through His word, 

God invites us to experience His purpose for the world, and commands us to give cheerfully to His cause. At the be-

ginning of this New Year, allow me to share four reasons why we should all be giving to missions. 

 

1. The Element of Expectation.  We are required to give. Cain and Abel gave offerings unto the Lord. Abraham 

tithed to Melchizedek. The law required Israel to bring the first fruits of their labor. The early church brought their 

gifts to the storehouse on the first day of the week. Friends, I believe God expects us to give. And if His primary 

purpose of the church is to propagate the gospel, shouldn’t every pastor and church financially involve themselves 

in such an endeavor? 

 

2. The Element of Expedience.  Although our motivation for giving should NOT be selfish in nature, one cannot de-

ny from studying the promises of God that it is not without benefits. Abraham gave his son, and God, in return, 

gave Abraham an entire nation. Hannah gave her son to the Lord, and the Lord gave her five more children. The 

widow woman gave Elijah her barrel, and God kept the barrel full. The little lad gave his lunch, and God gave the 

multitude a feast with 12 baskets remaining. Simply put, it pays to serve God. If you take care of His business, He 

is sure to take care of yours. 

 

3. The Element of Eternity.  Souls are dying without Christ. What are we doing to reach them? Charles Spurgeon 

said, “If sinners be damned, at least let them leap to Hell over our dead bodies. And if they perish, let them perish 

with our arms wrapped about their knees, imploring them to stay.” Eternity should be an ever-present reality in our 

financial statements. 

 

4. The Element of Exaltation.  Above and beyond all other reasons, we should  

support and give to missions for the honor and glory of God. Whatever we do,  

may we do it for His exaltation.  When Christ is lifted up, He will draw all men  

unto Himself.  

 

Because of our dedicated missionaries and missionary associates, 2019 promises to 

be abundant year of harvest in the Kingdom of God. Thank you for your partnership 

in praying and giving.  

 Love & prayers, Ron & Sue        

Ron Rockwell, Assistant Superintendent 

ANSWERING  THE  “WHY” QUESTION 

 

It was Henry Martyn who said, “The spirit of missions is the spirit of Christ.  

The nearer we get to Him the more intensely missionary we become.”   

teamrockwell@aol.com 
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Jeff Peterson, Pastoral Care Director 

Note  to  self… keep  abiding!  

 

Abide in me and I will abide in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself… 

         John 15:4  

jpeterson@azag.org 

There is a constant tension in ministry for spiritual leaders. Words such as “organism” versus “organization” or 
“doing” versus “being” are often used to describe it. One author describes it as an occupational hazard of ministry, 
“that it can be hard to distinguish between the times when we are ‘on’ and working for God and times when we can 
just be with God for our own soul’s sake” (Ruth Haley Barton). A man I deeply respect in ministry is always asking his 
friends and fellow workers, “How are you abiding?” It’s a great question.  
 

Chuck Miller provides a picture for those of us in spiritual leadership. He writes of two rooms that every leader must 
spend time in: the Soul Room and the Leadership Room. The soul room is where we meet with God the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit for communion and close relationship. It is there that we love spending time with God and 
hearing from Him about our lives and the lives of those we seek to lead. The leadership room is where we then,  
partner with God in the directing and managing our ministry. Miller says, “We must always enter the Soul Room prior 
to entering the Leadership Room. We must focus on being the people of God before we do the work of God.”  
 

Over my entire life, I have felt the tension of needing to spend more time with God, while being fully committed to all 
the things I wish to do for Him. Thankfully, through my 20’s and 30’s, my devotional life with God grew to the point 
that just recently I made this statement. “Had I not had a consistent, fresh devotional life in recent years, I do not  
believe I would have made it.” It may sound extreme, but it’s true to my heart. God has sustained me through some 
difficult challenges by my choosing to daily set aside time to just be in His presence, reading and meditating upon His 
Word, receiving the elements of communion, and conversing with Him in prayer. Abiding is what such moments are 
all about.  
 

As this new year begins, I challenge you abide. Cherish your Soul Room as the catalyst for what happens in your  
Leadership Room. I pray that God will meet with you each and every time.  
 

 Stay healthy in ministry!  
 

Jeff Peterson  

How to keep abiding:  

- Reflect on how your devotional life has grown through the 

years.   

- Examine how much time you are spending in the Soul Room vs 

the Leadership Room.  

- Compare Soul Rooms with a friend in ministry for fresh ideas.  

- Evaluate the temperature of your devotional life.  

- Make sure one word permeates your Soul Room: relationship.  

Give me a call anytime and we’ll go to the God of hope  

together in prayer. My cell is 480-579-9998.  
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ARIZONA MINISTRY NETWORK  

2601 E Thomas Rd., Ste. 210  

Phoenix, Arizona 85016-8228  

Phone: 602.343.4000  

Fax: 602.252.5527  

Website: www.azag.org  

Email: districtoffice.azag.org  

Monday - Thursday 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.  

 

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS  

Stephen L. Harris Superintendent  

Ron Rockwell  Assistant Superintendent  

Leigh Metcalf  Secretary-Treasurer  

 

EXECUTIVE PRESBYTERS  

Jesus Garza 

Dale Gray  

Todd League  

Kirk Sorensen  

 

GENERAL PRESBYTERS  

Stephen L. Harris  

Leigh Metcalf  

Ron Rockwell  

 

 

OTHER PRESBYTERS  

Jeremy Naranjo Under 40 Representative 

Jackie Holgate  Native American Representative 

Sue Rockwell  Women’s Representative 

 

DISTRICT PRESBYTERS  

Richard Bush  Canyon North Section  

Bob Sainz  Central Valley Section  

Rod Gish  East Section  

Allen Tyson  East Central Section  

Jeremy Peters  North Central Section  

Kathryn Pierce  Northeast Section  

Bruce Rahlf  Northwest Section  

Cheri Sampson Phoenix Metro Indian Section  

Pete Cordova  Southeast Section  

Dave Beach  Southeast Valley Section  

Eric Young  South Section  

Alan Puccini  Southwest Section  

Keith Howard  West Valley Section  

Darin League  Northwest Valley Section  

 

DEPARTMENTAL DIRECTORS  

Griffin McGrath Youth  

Amy Visconti  Children  

Dale Gray  Men’s Department  

Lindsay Petri  Women’s Department  

Information 

Ministry Statistics will be listed in our June edition.  Thank you for reading! 


